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The Fall Fish Stocking Program is Here! 
October 4, 2019 

Our Fish Stocking events provide a great opportunity to add more fish to your pond 
and to order other environmentally friendly alternatives to increase your pond’s 
health aquatic habitat.   

We also offer products that can help prohibit algae growth in your pond. Before 
adding potentially harmful chemicals to your pond, you should consider adding 
barley straw in the fall to help prohibit algae growth in the spring as ice melts off the 
pond and the barley straw breaks down. 

The orders for our Fall Fish Program have 
ended but please check our website for 
details about our Spring 2020 Program! 
Contact our office to be sure you’re on the 
mailing list and we’ll forward you the 
ordering details. Questions? Call our office 
at (585)753-7380. 

 

Small trout from 2018 distribution 

Distribution will be on October 4 between 12:00 PM– 1:00 PM 

Welcome to Our New Conservation Program 

Specialist 

Originally from Glen Cove, NY, Matthew Gallo joined us this September filling in 
a new position for the District as the Conservation Program Specialist. Matt comes 
to us having just received his B.S in Environmental Science, and a minor in Native 
Peoples and the Environment from the SUNY College of Environmental Science & 
Forestry in Syracuse, NY.  

During his time in school, Matt worked with 
the US Forest Service in Flagstaff, Arizona, a 
forest health intern at the 
NYSDEC, and as a campus tour 
guide. He also led an 
agricultural research program 
where he investigated using 
wood decomposition with fungi 
as an alternative to fertilizers at 
the Brady Faith Farms in 
Syracuse, and studied 
conservation issues in Chiapas, 
Mexico. Welcome Matt! 

Matt kayaking on Arbutus Lake in the 
Adirondacks 
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2018 Conservationist of the Year Award 

Congratulations to the 2018 Conservationist of the Year Award 

recipient, Maureen Leupold! Maureen is a volunteer and currently 

serves as the Director at-large on the Monroe County SWCD 

board. She has been an asset to the district for donating her time to 

educational programs including Conservation Field Days and 

Envirothon. She has also taught educational workshops for 

students in preparation for the Envirothon event and multiple times 

in Genesee County on topics such as acid rain, wetland ecology 

and biodiversity. Maureen previously had a career as a highly 

regarded science teacher and biology professor for 25 years, 

earning two NYS Chancellors awards for teaching and scholarship 

at the college level. Upon her retirement in 2015, she was the 

Director of Science at Genesee Community College. In addition to 

devoting time to environmental education she also volunteers for 

the District’s Tree and Shrub Program; where she and her husband 

Steve assist with preparing and packing thousands of trees for 

distribution to residents. The District is honored to present Maureen Leupold with the 2018 

Conservationist of the Year Award! 

2019 saw another successful Celebrate Agriculture event held at Durand Eastman Clubhouse on 

August 3rd. This partnership event is held each year by the District, Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Monroe County and Monroe County Farm Bureau to promote local agriculture and agricultural education. 

The delicious food was produced from local Monroe County farms with items that included: fresh burgers, 

pasta, a variety of fruits and vegetables and for dessert; donuts and ice cream! Raffles and a silent auction 

were held during the event where people had the chance to win a variety of donated prizes at the end of the 

night. The money raised from these raffles supports agricultural education and the Farm Bureau 

Agricultural Youth Scholarship. Thank you to everyone who attended and made this event possible! 

Another Successful Celebrate Agriculture Dinner 

Monroe County SWCD staff and guests enjoying the 
dinner 

Maureen Leupold and husband Steve holding 
the 2018 COTY Award 



Conservation Connection  Page 3 

If you have hemlock trees you may have noticed recently that they are not as healthy as they used to be. 
One of the most likely reasons as to why this may be is due to a devastating invasive little insect known as 
Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA). 

Native to eastern Asia, HWA was first discovered in New York on Long Island and in the Lower Hudson 
Valley in 1985, after originally establishing populations in North America in Virginia. Since its initial 
appearance, it has spread north in recent decades and has just recently reached Monroe County. Feeding 
on both Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) and Carolina Hemlock (Tsuga caroliniana), individual 
insects will feed on the tree tissue at the base of the tree’s needles—eventually killing the tree by 
consuming all of its nutrients. Too small to see with the naked eye, the adelgids create egg sacs much 
larger than themselves that do become visible and appear as little white puffballs; this is the easiest way to 
identify an infestation. 

Once a tree is infested with HWA, it will either significantly decline in health or outright die. This can 
take as long as 10 years, although you will likely begin seeing declines in your tree’s health well before 
this as its crown dies back and needles begin to fall. 

The only way to protect your tree from HWA is to use chemical pesticide injections. The two insecticides 

available to homeowners are imidacloprid and dinotefuran. These pesticides poison the adelgids as they 
feed on the tree tissue and are most effective when applied at the base of the tree in either spring or fall. If 
you are considering protecting your hemlock, consult with a professional arborist before using these 
pesticides. 

The decline of hemlocks has been alarming as they are a key species in the ecosystems they inhabit. 
Hemlocks are an essential species in maintaining water quality and generating economic activity through 
timber. The shaded understories beneath hemlocks create unique ecosystems that deer, moose, birds, 
insects, and amphibians rely upon. This, combined with loss of trees for homeowners, make HWA one of 
the most serious threats to New York’s delicate ecosystems. 

 

Invasive Species Spotlight:  
Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (Adelges tsugae)  

Egg Sacs of Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, taken 
by our Program Specialist Matthew Gallo 
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The American Farmland Trust, in cooperation with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension and the Genesee River Coalition of 

Conservation Districts, hosted a Soil Health Field Day at 
Macauley Farms in Mt. Morris on August 29th. The Field 
Day drew over 80 attendees from across western New York., 

including local farmers. Topics included a farmer panel 
discussing cover crop planning and conservation outcomes, 
economic case studies, and a cover crop field trial. The 

Genesee River Coalition presented the watershed interseeder 
rental program and ran a demonstration. The field day is part 
of an effort to generate farmer to farmer education about on 

the ground conservation, and provide outreach on the 
economics of good land use practices. Future events will be 
held next year in the Genesee River watershed. 

 

I started my internship at the District as a sophomore 
at Finger Lakes Community College back in 2016. I 
learned a lot from my three years at the District. As 
the intern I helped the technicians with various 
projects from surveying for Water and Sediment 
Control Basins to developing plant plans for riparian 
buffer projects to helping package trees for the 
Conservation Tree and Shrub Program. I wrote the 
annual reports and put together our quarterly 
newsletter, The Conservation Connection. With help 
from my co-workers, I coordinated our Envirothon 
and Conservation Field Days events! With every task 
I was assigned, I learned something new!  

 

While working at the District, I earned my 
Associate’s Degree in Environmental Studies from 
Finger Lakes Community College and Bachelor’s 
Degree in Environmental Science with a focus in 
Wetlands from the College at Brockport. I am now a 
graduate student at The College at Brockport, State 
University of New York in the Environmental Science Department. I am studying the competition and 
community co-occurrence of the invasive bunch grass, slender false brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum). 
My ultimate goal is to be an ecologist, conducting research in various ecosystems and perhaps, long term, 
work my way up the academic ladder to become a professor and educate the next generation of 
environmental scientists. 

 

Working at the District gave me a wide variety of experience within the field and the office that will help 
me pursue my dreams of working in the environmental field. Over the past three years I had the pleasure 
of working with amazing people who taught me so much and have made it incredibly hard to leave. I still 

hope to stay involved and volunteer at the many events the District puts on each year.  

Genesee River Soil Health Field Day 

The Intern That Wouldn’t Leave 

Megan Aubertine, former conservation intern, in the field 

Employees from Genesee and Wyoming SWCD’s 
looking at cover crops 
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Taking Class Outside With Conservation Field Days 

This year Monroe County SWCD hosted over 1,100 5th and 6th 
graders at our annual interactive environmental education event. We 
recruit professionals from various environmental fields to instruct 
and raise awareness about current topics and issues. This event 
gives students an opportunity to learn about the environment 
through hands-on activities while enjoying the day outdoors at 
Ellison Park.  

 

Monroe County SWCD would like to extend our appreciation to the  
teachers and schools who attended and showed their dedication to 
environmental education. We would also like to thank our sponsors 
at Monroe County Parks Department and Wegmans Food Markets 
for supporting this wonderful event! 

 

The District would also like to extend a huge thank you to all of the 
instructors listed below who volunteered their time: 

Kaeti Stoss, Delta Environmental 

Corkey Kelsey, Monroe County Department of Environmental Services 

Amanda Little, Monroe County Soil & Water 
Jack Watson, Retired, New York State Department in Environmental 

Conservation (NYSDEC) 
Harvey Limbeck & Keith Egnor, Friends of Ganondagan 

Sasha Azeez, Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge 

Mark Almekinder, Rochester Museum & Science Center 

Susan Coyle, CCE Monroe County 4-H Youth Development 
Tina Stevens, Monroe County Department of Environmental Services 

Evan Lowenstein, Green Village Consulting 
Patricia Wakefield-Brown, Finger Lakes Partnership for Regional 

Invasive Species Management (PRISM) 
Scott Dean, New York State Department of Public Service 

Garrett Koplun, NYSDEC 
Ryan Loysen, GreenSpark Solar 

Karl Korfmacher, Rochester Institute of  Technology (RIT) 
Bruce Hummel, NYSDEC 

Caroline Kilmer, Stormwater Coalition of Monroe County 
Stephanie Castle, Genesee River Watershed Coalition 

Dave Will, Seneca Park Zoo 
Maureen Leupold, MCSWCD Board of Directors 

Elaina Burns, NYSDEC 
Angela Cannon, Cummings Nature Center 

Juliana Smith, US Army Corps of Engineers 
Ian Priestly & Drew Starkey, Wayne County Soil & Water 

Daena Ford, Braddock Bay Raptor Research 
Andie Graham and students, The SUNY at Brockport 

 

This event is a huge undertaking for our District and we take pride in offering a truly unique, fun filled and 
valuable learning experience for our young “future conservationists.” If you are interested in being involved 
in next year’s event, please contact Matt Gallo at 585-753-7380 or email at 
matthewgallo@monroecounty.gov to find out what you can do to help! 

Students learning about wastewater treatment 
from Corky Kelsey of Monroe County DES 

Students discovering the diversity of life around 
them from SUNY Brockport students 

Students learning about wetlands 



  

 Like us on  
 Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/ 
MonroeCountySWCD 

This newsletter is published quarterly by the Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District and is available at no 
cost to interested landowners, land users, and to the general public. If you would like to receive our newsletter, call us 
with your email address or view it online at www.monroecountyswcd.org. Programs and services offered through the 
Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District are made possible through the financial support of the County of 
Monroe, State of New York, specialized grant opportunities, and fundraising programs. All SWCD programs and 
services are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to age, color, national origin, political beliefs, 
religion, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or disability. Our Board of Director meetings are open to the 
public; please call for information. 

Monroe County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 
145 Paul Road, Building 5 

Rochester, NY 14624 
Phone: 585-753-7380 

M-F 8am-4pm 
 

mcswcd@monroecounty.gov 
www.monroecountyswcd.org 

Irrigation water management is the act of timing and regulating irrigation water 
application in a way that will satisfy the water requirement of the crop without 

wasting water, soil and plant nutrients. The plan is to meet the peak water 
requirements of the crop without causing erosion, runoff and excessive losses 
to deep percolation. This involves applying water according to crop needs, soil 

intake and adsorptions rates, as well as antecedent rainfall. Applied irrigation is 
always considered as a supplement to existing rainfall events. Irrigation is 
needed when the available soil moisture is at maximum allowable depletion 

(MAD) for the crop being irrigated. Different crops tolerate different soil/water 
depletion levels at different stages of growth. Maximum allowable depletion is 
the percentage of available soil water that can be depleted between irrigation 

sessions without serious plant moisture stress. Record keeping is imperative to 
accurately predict moisture levels; measurements should be taken regularly and 
in different parts of the field to determine when irrigation needs to be 

conducted. Comparison of past records and crop yield can help assist with 
management and improve on the efficiency of the irrigation system. Please 
contact Jeremy Paris at jeremyparis@monroecounty.gov for more information! 

 

 

Agricultural Best Management Practice 

Spotlight: 

Irrigation Water Management  
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